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KENNEL PROJECT UPDATES

New Outside Kennels

Great news! Our community has donated $2,425
total toward the laying of cement slabs for outside
dog kennels. So far, __ slabs have been laid and____
more will be laid soon—thanks to you—to provide a
solid floor for our dogs to keep them from standing in
mud and urine. Many thanks and blessings to all of
you on behalf of our canine friends.

New Cat Annex and Renovations

More good news is that the adult cats of SCHS will
soon be treated with more respect in Kitty Hake
photo) The plan is to replace these cage doors and
paint the walls and cage interiors at low cost.

Another project to benefit our cats is to enclose a
storage space to make another free-roaming area in
the “Purr Palace” room next to Kitty Hall. The
building of a simple wall with French door to create
this 8 ft. x 5 ft. area will be done by one of our Board
members. He will donate his labor. The estimated
cost to the shelter is only $200 for materials.

A Picture of Generosity

SCHS Board President, Barbara Hahn was at the
shelter on January'®and took this picture—not of a
puny stack but gyramid of dog food donated by a
caring community. After Mix 94.9 radio made
announcements in December of the loss of important
food sources, enough donations poured in to last until
March, according to Sandy Valenzuela at the shelter.

Irma Alvarez said that in addition to the food, we

have been receiving checks to purchase food. Irma is
tracking donations of income generated from the
radio message and also the emails that were
distributed.

If the radio message created a bit of an uproar and
concern in the community, the outcome was
excellent. Please know that the food situation is
alleviated for the moment, but that our struggles
continue (note the following article oS8tatistics.)
Because of the generosity of our community and our
friends at Mix 94.9, our Humane Society’'s beloved
animals can have a better life while awaiting
adoption.



SANTA CRUZ HUMANE SOCIETY
STATISTICS

How We Did in 2008 — Compared to 2007

In-takes (number of animals brought to the shelter)
increased over 200% in 2008.

Staff saw an increase in the in-takes of entira fitte
of unwanted puppies and kittens.

271 animals (dogs & cats) were adopted at the shelter
in 2008 - a 21% increase over 2007.

379 animals were spayed or neutered at the shelter in
2008 - a 9% decrease over 2007, probably due to
personnel changes for several months, when S/N

surgeries could not be performed.

2009 Forecast

National surveys report that about 100,000 non-profit
agencies may fail in 2009 due to the economy.

In-takes for animals will continue to rise with more
people losing homes, jobs, incomes, and needing to
relocate.

In spite of this dire news,The Santa Cruz
Community Foundationhas create@he Santa Cruz
Non-Profit Economic Relief Fundand is working
with local agencies to provide support during this
economic crisis...

...to promote spay and neuter programs in the
county to reduce the number of unwanted litters,

...and to increase and promote more adoptions
from the shelter so we can continue to have space
when families are forced to give up their pets.

2008 was a busy year for the staff with the number of
animals they cared for. As of January 31, 2009 the
staff was caring for 87 animals. With your ongoing
support the SCHS can continue to provide shelter for
dogs and cats in Santa Cruz County.

On behalf of the SCHS Staff and Board—

Rabies Cases in Santa Cruz County  Barb Hahn

This January, Lt. Jose Pena of Animal Care &
Control Commission reported a record of confirmed
rabies positive animals in the County. Since the
skunk is highest on the list of rabies-infected animals,
please notify the Animal Care & Control if it appears
to be staying in your vicinity.

Should your pet be bitten by an animal that has been
confirmed to have rabies and your pet's rabies shot is
not current, there are only two options as the owner:
to have the pet euthanized or quarantined for 180
days. If the owner has an area where the animal can
be quarantined and not exposed to other pets or
people, the County will let the animal stay at home.
If the County Officer has to quarantine the animal at
their facility, the owner is responsible for the cost of
housing the animal for 180 days. Lt. Pena reported a
resident of the County had to have their dog
guarantined last and the cost to the owner was
$1,600. Lt. Pena was happy to report the dog did not
test positive for rabies and was home in time for
Christmas.

The cost of keeping animals vaccinated against rabies
is minimal compared to the cost of losing a pet to
rabies or having to quarantine them 6 months!

Lt. Pena reported Animal Care & Control will be
hosting a number of Rabies Clinics throughout the
County in April (Rio Rico, Nogales, Patagonia and
Sonoita). The dates have not been announced, but
Lt. Pena said signs will be posted in the area and the
SCHS will have the information once dates have
been announced. If your animals are not current on
their rabies vaccination we ask that you please get
them vaccinated as soon as possible.

GOLD AND DIAMOND JEWELRY RAFFLE

Thanks to a donor who wishes to remain anonymous,
you may purchase raffle tickets to win a beautiful
gold and diamond bracelet or gold star earrings at the
Poker Run Party at the Super 8 Motel, March 21
(please see picture, next page)our $5.00 ticket
entitles you to a chance to win either piece. The
pieces have been appraised, and we will be happy to
share that information with you.



Gold and diamond jewelry to win at raffle

DON'T MISS THESE EVENTS TO COME
to Benefit the Santa Cruz Humane Society
Information Will Follow
or call Barb Hahn at 520-203-6238

* Z Club Art Show and Sale
Hilltop Gallery, February 2%, 1-5 p.m.

* Rancho Rossa Vineyard
February 28 and March

* Motorcycle Poker Run - Nogales, Patagonia
Vail, Sahuarita, Amado, back to Nogales
Best Bike Contest, BBQ & Entertainment
March 21, 8:30 registration

WAGS AND BRAGS

Wags and Brags are stories that highlight the
warm thoughts and feelings of the Shelter
Staff and Board who say to our dear readers:

We exist because of your caring and gifts.
We’re all amigos, so please
come by and visit!

INDY Gets ADOPTED!! Barb Hahn

Every week or so we ask the Staff to review the

Petfinder.com list so we can update the website and
remove animals who have been adopted and also list
the new dogs and cats who have arrived at the shelter.

One of our dogs, Indy, an Akita, has been with us for
four years. The Akita breed is known for being very
large and somewhat aggressive dogs. Well Indy
proved that theory wrong! He has been one of our
sweetest dogs. In fact, he is one big lap dog and very
smart.

Imagine our surprise when we received the updated
list and it was noted Indy had been adopted! When
we asked staff member Maria Felix who adopted the
dog, Maria was grinning from ear to ear! When ask
again who adopted Indy Maria said “I DID”! Maria
has always had a soft spot for Indy and it just took
the guy a bit of time to work her down!

CONGRATULATIONS Marid We know Indy is
one happy dog and has found his forever home.

Maria and Indy



“ASTRID — A Great Success Story”

We would like to share this wonderful letter from
Barbara Laughlin, who adopted a dog from SCHS:

Hello....My name is Barbara Laughlin. For many
years, my husband and | lived in Nogales AZ. On
December 28, 2006, a guest of yours, Astrid, came
home with us to live. Astrid is a rottie/mix
approximately 2 years old at the time we adopted
her. I'm sure many of your staff will remember her.
The purpose of this note is to update you on Astrid’s
life and to inform you of a special little project we’'ve
started in appreciation of the care you gave to Astrid
while she was your guest.

Within five months of bringing Astrid home to live
with us, we moved to North Carolina where we've
been now for almost 1 % years. Probably the most
recent news is Astrid passing the AKC Canine Good
Citizen test--the program that stresses responsible
pet ownership for owners and basic good manners
for dogs both at home and in the community. A 10-
part test is involved and those who pass receive a
certificate from the AKC with the satisfaction they
are welcome members of the community through
their behavior. We continue attending classes with
Astrid as she loves learning, and we're currently
involved in a Rally Obedience class every Sunday
afternoon [The Editor has just learned that Astrid
has now become a certified therapy dog and is
presently working in hospitals and nursing homes.
This is truly gratifying news.]

Out of appreciation to the Santa Cruz Humane
Society in Nogales, AZ, Astrid and | have begun a
project. We design and make bandanas, toys,
greeting cards, aprons, etc. all relating to dogs. We
do this through a website shop on Esty.com, an outlet
for handcrafters and buyers. Proceeds from this little
shop will be donated to your shelter. We have just
begun but are very pleased to have already made a
few sales! Enclosed you will find a check for $100
from purchases.....We visit your website often at
www.santacruzhumanesociety.orgnd are really
enjoying the progress you've made....

Barbara Laughlin, Charlotte, NC.

You can purchase merchandise from Barbara and
Astrid’'s website shop where all proceeds benefit the

Santa Cruz Humane Society. Please note her email
address:www.astridnicoleetcetera.esy.com

Astrid

Cowboy

We recently received this great letter from Melinda
Mackay, the nice lady who adopted Cowboy:

Cowboy is a lot of fun and a very sweet cat. He is
now racing around the house with his new little
brother, Benson (adopted from the SCHS just about a
month ago, now). He has fit in perfectly and doesn't
even mind being stared at by, Patch, the border
collie. We thought that with a name like Cowboy, he
belongs in Sonoita and we were right!

--Melinda Mackay



This photo shows Cowboy when he put on his
coolest, most adoptable-adorable look to charm
Melinda when she visited the shelter. Don’'t you
think all cats should take notice of his demure
demeanor—fresh out of Men's Vogue Meowgazine?

Cowboy

Kenya's Story — by Kenya

Hi! My name is Kenya and | wanted to let you know

what a lucky dog | am! Several weeks ago | was one
of the many dogs at the SCHS hoping someone
would adopt me. A Board Member happened to spot
me (I was a new arrival) and | heard her say she
thought | would be a great addition to a family she

knew. The Board Member took a photo of me (not
one of my better ones | might add!) and sent it off to
her friends.

The next morning this really nice couple arrived at

the shelter and we all took a walk around Tiger’s

Trail to get to know each other. They realized |

looked much prettier in person than the photo they
received! Before you could say happy day, the
paper work was signed and | was heading to my new
home.

Talk about one lucky dog!! This photo is with me
adoring my new Mom. | know dogs can'’t read, but |
hope pet owners will read this story to their dogs
(good bedtime story) and share this with their friends.
There are so many wonderful dogs and cats waiting
for new homes at the shelter. Please support the
SCHS until they become lucky animals like me.

Kenya and her Mom, Beth Taylor

Update on Honey Barb Hahn

Readers may remember when Tony rescued 19 dogs
in danger of being euthanized last summer at the
Pima County Animal Shelter. One of those dogs was

a female named Honey, who was so timid she

crouched down and peed whenever anyone

approached. She soon became a favorite with the
Staff, who knew she must have been abused and
needed a lot of love.

Sure enough, two Wonderful Women saw Honey and
adopted her! Just before the holidays we received an
email and video clip of Honey, with this messad&

All, this is the clip of Sadie (you knew her as Honey).
We adopted her, then our sister and brother-in-law
fell in love with her and she moved to Sunny
Sacramento in California with them. They don't have
kids so she is their First and Very Spoiled....Thank
You for all you do for the Animals that come your
way. We Appreciate you all..

--Lori Gorvin and Linda Farnum

Honey, now known as “Sadie”



Lori and Linda, thank you for adoptin§adieand
letting us know how well Sadie is doing with her
family.

Rio Rican wins “Dazzling Dogs” Ouilt!
Barb Hahn

Last spring Janice Urman from Sonoita donated her
“Dazzling Dogs” Quilt to the SCHS to be raffled off
with the proceeds benefiting the shelter animals. The
lucky winner was Eva Franco from Rio Rico
(pictured below.When we contacted Eva she was so
excited since she loved the quilt and she has the right
spot to display the quilt in her home. Congratulations
Eva!!

Eva Franco

Thank you again, Janice for donating your beautiful
quilt to the shelter. Ticket sales amounted to
$855.00. We received so many wonderful comments
from folks when they saw your quilt. What a talent!

Janice Urman, creative craftswoman

My Message to the World Linda Wilson

Hi, my name is Kado. | was chosen to be the

Christmas poster dog for the shelter, don’t you

remember me? | am approximately two years old
and love to have my tummy rubbed. | am very

patient with children and other animals. | have a very
sweet and friendly personality and really would love

to have a home of my own. In fact, | was one of 19

dogs that Tony, our manager saved from Pima
County, where | was destined to be destroyed along
with my buddies. It seems to me that | heard

someone say that dogs like me are chosen to work
with the K-9 border patrol. 1 feel so fortunate and

would love to be adopted and have my very own

family.

--Kado

Why You Should Adopt a Pet from a Shelter

Loving pets of all sizes and shapes are waiting in
animal shelters, hoping to find a permanent home.
Shelter animals can make wonderful, life-long
companions if only given the chance. People often
think shelters contain only the “rejects:” pets who
have a health or behavior problem. This is not true;
shelters are filled with animals who would like
nothing more than a chance at a happy life, and their
own family to share it with.

There are so many reasons for adopting from a
shelter:

Shelters have all types of pets: mixed breeds,
purebreds, big and small pets...pets are vet-checked
and healthy, ready for their new homes.



You save money. Shelter pets are far less expensive
than those you would find at a pet store or a breeder.
And make no mistake, there are lots of purebreds at
shelters, if that is what you're look for! Pets are
examined by a veterinarian, vaccinated, de-wormed,
and spay/neuter surgery is usually included as part of
the cost. You also get literature on caring for your
new pet, plus support and guidance from shelter staff
if you have questions.

Shelter pets make wonderful companions. Some
have never had a home; others were abandoned or
surrendered by their previous owners. Some are the
victims of divorce, illness, allergies, a new baby,
inexperienced owners, a move that didn't include
them, and many other reasons. But most shelter pets
are loving animals grateful to have a second chance
at a happy life. They can and do bond with their new
owners, and become the most devoted and loving of
family pets.

You save a life, and do your part in combating pet
overpopulation. A sad fact of life is that there are fa
too many homeless pets than there are loving homes
to care for them. When you adopt from a shelter, you
save a life and free up a cage for another needy
animal waiting to be adopted. Your money goes
towards running the shelter, pet education, and spay/
neuter surgery. All of this, and you gain a loving
companion too!

--WWW. pawsperouspets.com
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People sometimes ask:

“What could | do as a volunteer?

Volunteers are needed at the shelter to walk dog
groom the animals and play with them (human
interaction is important and sometimes necessary|to

keep them adoptable ...so please help.

i

520-287-5654

Please read this note from a cherished volunteer:

| just have to comment on the outstanding job that
Tony and his staff are doing. It is obvious that they
really care for the dogs.

The yard sale idea was brilliant as it is profitable and

attracts many people to the Humane Society. | find
the whole ambience charming and inviting. You
never know what hidden gem you may find!

The trail is wonderful for exercising the dogs and ME
too! | love the picnic table with umbrella, waterfall
in summer and all of the special warm touches that
makes the place so enjoyable to visit and work with
the dogs.

--Cheryl Rennie




TONY'S NOTES by Antonio Velasquez

Well, we are finally through with 2008 and now it's
2009. We had wonderful happenings here at the
Humane Society along with sad ones.

The Wonderful Ones

#1 - Many wonderful pets got adopted and many
beautiful ones were intakes. We had many with
wonderful talents such as climbing fences to running
off with other dogs’ bowls of food. Some were in

shock at being dropped off, but we came to their
rescue and brought back happiness into their life.

#2 - The Thrift Storefjow calledThe Big Red Thrift
Stord opened up in May, and proved that it is a
success to the shelter and its guests. With this money
we have purchased medicines, dog food and many
necessary items that were needed at the shelter to
benefit all our pets.

#3 - The Board of Directors also succeeded in
conducting many events in which funds were raised
to help the shelter with its guests.

#4 - Many volunteers joined up to assist with
manpower, donations, money, and some even
brought treats to our pets and Staff. Many of the
volunteers are showing up to walk our animals on
Tiger’s Trail which was also opened up.

#5 - Twelve new kennels were added and another ten
with the great donations of those who continue to
help the shelter.

The Sad Ones

There are no sad ones with the exception that we lost
a wonderful family member, and that was Big Red,
our shelter pet.

Red was bornJanuary 1, 2002, and passed
away on November of 2009. She arrived at this
facility on October of 2004 and immediately became
attached to the Staff and showed all the guests that
she was in control. | met Red in 2007, and she also
won my heart. Every morning she would wait for me
with a Big smile and a wagging tail. She knew that |
would give her the liberty of walking free around the
kennels. | adopted her with the name Big Red

because of her smile, she was always happy and
eager to please anyone that would visit the shelter.

Big Red was never eager to get adopted since she
knew this was her home and that we Loved her

greatly. As she became old she tired very quickly

and became very quiet.

On that November day she quietly walked out of her
kennel and decided for the last time to run after an
unknown K-9 visitor at the shelter. She did not
become aware that she was running into traffic and
was struck by a car.

Her resting place is in the front entry of the Humane
Society where she keeps watch over all our animals.
So next time you visit the Shelter, say Hi to Red.

Thank you to all those who have done things for the
shelter, from the smaller contributions to the greater
contributions. We could not have functioned without
your help. You have contributed much for the
animals.

Thank you, Tony

Animal Educators Come to Mary Welty School
Barb Hahn

Mary Welty's third grade students of Ms. Shelly
Rothstein and Ms. Paola Villareal welcomed Animal
Care and Control Supervisor Lt. Jose Pena and his
assistant, Officer Griselda Garcia to their school
recently. The A.C.C. was contacted after the childre
became interested in a story they read in class about a
deer. The students were very nice and very smart;
they asked good questions after a showing of two
videos. One of the kids asked Jose if they have to kill
animals. Jose did a great job of explaining that
sometimes animals have to be euthanized, and made
a point to focus on the term.

The first video showed how to approach a dog and
when to avoid getting bitten by one. The second
video was about responsible pet ownership. Lt.
Pena told the kids not to approach stray dogs and he



explained how to protect themselves in the event of a
possible bite. He also gave them tools to use to
capture stray dogs and wildlife, and told them about
the role of the A.C.C. in the community. He
reinforced the words of Barb Hahn, who had brought
a puppy from the shelter and spoke about the
importance of spaying and neutering. In the picture
below, Lt. Pena is explaining how many dogs there
are in the US who do not have homes just like the
puppy he held. It was the kind of presentation SCHS
hopes to repeat again in other schools in partnership
with Animal Care and Control.

Lt. Pena with Mary Welty®3graders

FUNDRAISERS FOR THE SHELTER

US Bones.comsells only all natural US-made pet
products. Their mission is to support animal shelters
and rescue groups by donating 25% of their sales
through their Rewards Program. Whenever you
order from this group, indicate that you want Santa
Cruz Humane Society to receive the sale percentage.
Thank you for considering USBones.com when
buying products beyond the ordinary for your pet.

AZPetPlates.orgwill help you show youfove

for animals if you buy your license plate from this
organization, which recently awarded SCHS with a
grant. Out of a plate’s cost of $25, the amount of $17
is deposited into a fund that pays for spay and neuter
services for dogs and cats across Arizona. It seems
like a great way to help end pet overpopulation while
reminding people how “Pets enrich our lives.” You
can also call 800-251-4866 for the AZ Dept. of
Transportation, and they’ll put you through.

OUR GREAT LOCAL VETS




Shelter Staff

Antonio Velasquez

Shelter Manager

Irma Alvarez Office & Kennel staff
Maria Felix Office & Kennel staff

Julie Castro Kennel staff
Alicia Lopez Vet Tech & Kennel staff
Sandy Valenzuela Kennel staff
Board Members

Barb Hahn President

Marlene Wade Vice President
Joan Jernigan Secretary
Linda Wilson Treasurer

Sandra Bushmaker

Parliamentarian

Shelter Liason
Newsletteit&r
& Membership
..........Newsletter Co-editor
&Community Liaison

Nancy Cossitt
Richard Conroy

Georgia Conroy

Board meetings are usually held on the 1st and 3rd
Monday of each month at the Carondelet Hospital in
Nogales.

“The Santa Cruz Humane Society is dedicated to
the welfare and humane treatment of animals.
Our mission is to end the need for pet euthanasia
in Santa Cruz County.”



